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Van and truck business news
7 January 2010

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio


	Press release number:
	4737
	Release:
	Now


Big drop in van and truck demand through 2009
· Registrations: 16,131 in December; 221,132 for the year, down 36.2%.
· Trucks: 2,094 in December; 34,746 for the year, down 39.5%.
· Vans: 14,037 for the month; 186,386 for the year, down 35.6%.
	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2009

	
	December
	% change
	Year
	% change

	Total
	16,131
	- 20.6%
	221,132
	- 36.2%

	Vans
	14,037
	- 14.3%
	186,386
	- 35.6%

	Trucks
	2,094
	- 46.9%
	34,746
	- 39.5%


“Van demand dropped sharply in 2009, though eased at the year-end.  Truck registrations dropped further and faster in the final months of the year.  Business demand and consumer confidence remains low and the effects of recession will be slow to clear in key parts of the commercial vehicle markets.  It is essential that government helps to sustain economic recovery by encouraging capital investment and more affordable finance,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.
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Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century.  Technological innovation has helped car, van and truck makers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 16.8% since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 
80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's tenth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
Light commercial vehicles to 3.5t

· 2009: down 35.6%, 186,386.
· Month: down 14.3 %, 14,037.
· Q4 2009: down 11.7%, 44,022.
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Light vans to 2t

· 2009: down 39.9%, 34,167.
· Month: down 36.3%, 2,035.

· Q4 2009: down 33.0%, 6,778.
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4x4 utility vehicles

· 2009: down 10.8%, 4,290.
· Month: up 88.3%, 420.
· Q4 2009: up 61.3%, 1,168.
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Pick-ups

· 2009: down 24.2%, 18,870.
· Month: up 1.1%, 989.

· Q4 2009: up 8.1%, 3,210.
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Medium vans

· 2009: down 10.8%, 22,707.

· Month: down 9.6%, 1,437.

· Q4 2009: up 24.4%, 5,435.
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Heavy vans

· 2009: down 40.1%, 106,352.

· Month: down 11.9%, 9,156.

· Q4 2009: down 13.4%, 27,431.
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Trucks

· 2009: down 39.5%, 34,746.

· Month: down 46.9%, 2,094.

· Q4 2009: down 55.5% 5,912.
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Rigids

· 2009: down 35.4%, 24,973.

· Month: down 33.0%, 1,617.

· Q4 2009 down 46.8%, 4,331.
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Two-axle tractors

· 2009: down 47.9%, 2,157.

· Month: down 64.3%, 179.

· Q4 2009: down 59.2%, 578.
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Three-axle tractors

· 2009: down 47.9%, 7,616.

· Month: down 71.1%, 298.

· Q4 2009: down 73.2%, 1,003.
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Van and trucks less than 6t gvw

· 2009: down 35.2%, 193,194.

· Month: down 13.9%, 14,537.

· Q4 2009: down 12.0%, 45,499.
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Trucks 6t gvw and over

· 2009: down 42.6%, 27,938.

· Month: down 53.6%, 1,594.

· Q4 2009: down 61.2%, 4,435.
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Media contact:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)2 073 449 222 or +44 (0)7 974 436 641 or 
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